Delayed keratitis after laser in situ keratomileusis.
We report 2 cases of delayed keratitis that occurred after uneventful laser in situ keratomileusis (LASIK). The first patient presented with a peripheral corneal infiltrate 3 months after a LASIK enhancement procedure. The infiltrate progressed despite treatment with topical combination tobramycin-dexamethasone. The flap was then lifted and the interface was irrigated with fortified antibiotics. The keratitis promptly resolved, and the patient recovered a best corrected visual acuity (BCVA) of 20/20. The second patient presented with decreased vision, inflammation, and a sublamellar infiltrate 1 month after primary LASIK. The flap was promptly lifted and irrigated with antibiotics. Cultures were positive for Staphylococcus epidermidis. One week later, the infiltrate had resolved and BCVA had returned to 20/20. Delayed bacterial keratitis has been described as a rare occurrence after incisional refractive surgery. To the best of our knowledge, it has not yet been reported after LASIK. It is important to consider infectious keratitis in the differential diagnosis of a patient who presents with corneal inflammation, even months after having LASIK.